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HealthPark Medical Center Celebrates 20 Years of Service 
 
Twenty years ago this month, HealthPark Medical Center opened its doors to our community. The 
second hospital location for our health system, HealthPark Medical Center offered 220 patient 
beds, comprehensive outpatient services, a 24/7 emergency department, space for 60 physician 
offices, and greater accessibility to health care for an area of Lee County that was quickly 
growing. A major focus on cardiac, plus women and children’s services was a part of the grand 
opening. 
 
Over the past two decades, HealthPark Medical Center has grown significantly. Today it houses 
The Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida—the only nationally accredited children’s hospital 
between Tampa and Miami—which includes a high-risk obstetrical and neonatal program that has 
among the best outcomes in Florida, and an impressive array of specialty children’s care, 
including cancer, cystic fibrosis, sickle cell, and so much more like music therapy and outreach 
child advocacy throughout Southwest Florida. HealthPark Medical Center also has the only 
accredited Chest Pain Center in Southwest Florida, extensive leading-edge technology, and 
thousands of caring staff, physicians and volunteers. 
 
In addition to providing access to vital medical care for more of our community, another goal of 
HealthPark Medical Center was to provide complex health care services in an inviting 
atmosphere, administered by competent, compassionate and caring people. Our mission is the 
same today, and we are blessed with nearly 1,600 employees, a medical staff of more than 1,000 
physicians, and 1,000 volunteers working at HealthPark Medical Center. Of those 1,600 
employees, 111 have worked at HealthPark Medical Center since it opened. They recall, as do I, 
the challenge of moving patients from Lee Memorial Hospital to HealthPark Medical Center, 
which was again repeated more recently with the move from Southwest Florida Regional to Gulf 
Coast Medical Center. 
 
The name “HealthPark” came from trying to explain to the media and the public our vision for 
what was initially 242 acres and quickly grew to 402 acres. Industrial parks were common in 
those days, as were planned neighborhoods. The easiest way we thought to describe this new 
“community” was with the term “health”—meaning more than “medical”—and “park”—meaning 
more than a retail shopping center. Portions of the land had been converted from gladiolus fields 
to cucumber and potato fields. Some even thought the design of HealthPark Medical Center—
with the large open atrium—was just in case the hospital failed, it could be turned into a nice 
hotel. Reality: That is a rumor, and it was never true! 
 
Through the years—with the construction of Medical Plaza One, the Outpatient Center at 
HealthPark Commons, additional physician offices, HealthPark Care & Rehabilitation Center (our 
skilled nursing facility), Hope Hospice corporate offices and inpatient facilities, and the impressive 
full-service independent, skilled and assisted care facilities of Cypress Cove—our vision became 
a reality. Today, with our region-wide “Gift of a Lifetime” campaign to expand The Children’s 
Hospital as America’s Newest Children’s Hospital underway, we will continue to grow and adapt 
to the ever-changing health care needs of our community. 
 
Our accomplishments through the years are due in large part to you—our dedicated team. 
Whether employed since the beginning or new to HealthPark Medical Center and Lee Memorial 
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Health System, you all are integral to our success. In fact, HealthPark Medical Center could not 
function without support from highly talented, caring individuals throughout Lee Memorial Health 
System. 
 
Please join us, if you can, at 11 a.m., Dec. 19 in the atrium at HealthPark Medical Center for a 
cake-cutting celebration to commemorate 20 years of high quality, compassionate care. 
 
Long-time Leader Decides to Leave Her Post 
 
Lois Barrett was elected to the Lee Memorial Health System Board of Directors in 1980. She 
spent 11 years as Chairwoman of the Board and, in the late 1990s, was named “trustee of the 
year” for the entire nation by Modern Healthcare.  
 
During her board chair leadership, Lee Memorial Health System built HealthPark Medical Center, 
purchased Cape Coral Hospital, added many additional and necessary services, and forged 
partnerships with other health systems. Having previously served as the administrator of Rainbow 
Children’s Hospital in Cleveland, Lois had a special passion for the development of The 
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida and was a strong proponent of the Regional Cancer 
Center.  
 
Needless to say, throughout her tenure, Lois has served our health system well. Besides her 
children’s hospital experience, Lois—a masters prepared hospital administrator—developed a 
focus that patients come first through her tenure at several adult teaching and community 
hospitals. She is highly respected and appreciated for all of her efforts. 
 
Since 2007, Lois has held the title of longest-serving publically elected official in the state of 
Florida. While the date is not yet finalized, Lois has shared with me that due to recent health 
challenges it is her plan to resign from her seat on our Board of Directors. 
 
We wish Lois the very best, and we are grateful for her decades of service, leadership and care 
for our health system and community. 
 
All of you—Lois included—are prime examples of caring people, caring for people. 
 
Peace, 

 
Jim Nathan 
President, Lee Memorial Health System 
 
 


