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November 8, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED CARDIAC CARE

RIGHT HERE AT LEE MEMORIAL HEALTH SYSTEM

Fort Myers, FL --- Cardiac care services provided to the community by Lee Memorial Health Systems’ Heart and Vascular Institute continue to garner national recognition.

Quality Nationally Recognized

On October 31, 2005, the health system received notification that it has again been recognized by Solucient as one of the 100 Top Cardiovascular providers in the country for 2005.  861 hospitals were evaluated for this recognition, but only 100 were selected.  This strictly fact-based analysis identifies those hospitals that have achieved excellence in care, efficiency of operations and sustainability of cardiovascular service.

LMHS is one of only 30 community hospitals across the nation to receive this recognition and the only one in Lee County.  LMHS stands alone in Southwest Florida in receiving this recognition five times since 1999.   The October 31, 2005 issue of Modern Healthcare highlights the 100 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals in an article entitled “Taking Quality to Heart”.   One of the study’s findings is that 10,000 additional heart patients would survive each year if all of the other hospitals in the study provided the same level of care as provided by the 100 Top hospitals. 

First and Only Accredited Chest Pain Center

In late September, HealthPark Medical Center was the first and only hospital in Southwest Florida to receive accreditation as a Chest Pain Center, from the society of Chest Pain Centers and Providers.  HealthPark Medical Center is the 15th hospital in Florida, and the only one in Southwest Florida to receive this distinction.  Currently, 154 hospitals in the United States hold this accreditation.  

Accreditation is awarded to those facilities that have made a commitment to providing patients with consistent quality in the delivery of emergency care based on national guidelines established by leaders in cardiovascular and emergency medicine.  The Heart and Vascular Institute of Lee Memorial Health System spearheaded the accreditation process, under the direction of Kathy Shierling, RN, MS, Vice President, Patient Care and Heart and Vascular Services and Roger Howell, D.O. Medical Director, LMHS Emergency Services.  In addition to submitting a written application, applicants undergo a site visit by Society examiners.    

Notes Shierling, “The main goal of a Chest Pain Center is to significantly reduce the time it takes for a patient experiencing symptoms of a possible heart attack to receive treatment during the early stages when treatments are most effective and to better monitor patients when it is not clear whether they are having a coronary event.  Such observation helps ensure that a patient is not sent home early or needlessly admitted.”  The Society’s accreditation process insures centers meet or exceed quality-of-care measures in acute cardiac medicine.
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Chest pain accreditation is rewarded to hospitals based on several standards of excellence, including:

· How effectively the emergency department integrates with the emergency medical 
system.

· How quickly the hospital can assess, diagnosis and treat patients.

· The hospital’s commitment to community education and outreach.

· The hospital’s commitment to continuous process/quality improvement initiatives.

The Heart and Vascular Institute, part of LMHS, has all the services needed to keep your heart healthy --- diagnostics, interventional cardiology, cardiovascular surgery, specialized hospital care, rehabilitation services, home care and community education programs.  Almost seventy percent of area residents who need cardiac services receive them from the Heart and Vascular Institute.  The LMHS cardiovascular services are regularly recognized as being among the top providers in the nation.
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